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growth economies such as Ghana, Zimbabwe and Tanzania, the sale of goods has been and remains a vital and vibrant aspect of commercial life. This is seen in the numerous books on legal topics that have been produced since independence and where importation is an important concept. While the common law world recognises the importance of the sales of goods contract, it has not been given
much attention in Africa. One can hardly imagine a salesperson who cannot explain to a potential buyer what happens if the goods he is selling turn out to be faulty, or does not know what he can do if he wishes to claim for any breach on behalf of the buyer. This is because under common law jurisdictions such as Canada and Australia, there exists a statutory system regulating and governing contracts
for sale of goods and property in general. This is called the Sale of Goods Act. The purpose of the Sales of Goods Act is to ensure that goods are produced by sellers who are able to provide quality goods, to ensure that buyers are not taken advantage of by unscrupulous sellers, but at the same time not to scare off traders from entering into sales contracts. This is done through the use of remedies
available to buyers and remedies available to sellers where either party fails or refuse to meet or perform their respective obligations under sales contracts. The Act also determines that any contract for sale must be evidenced in writing, save those cases where it is customary or usual for such contracts not be evidenced in writing. The Sale of Goods Act does not however apply to non-business
transactions, where for example there is no money changing hands, or where the parties are not in business. Nevertheless, most contracts are entered into in form of an agreement which also incorporates the Sale of Goods Act. A contract for sale of goods is defined under section 3(1) as that which is agreed by the parties to be a sale of goods. The contract must have three elements in order to be a valid
sale of goods contract under the Act. The first element is that it must be an agreement by parties for a sale of goods.
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